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Abstract

The aim of this research is to know the effectiveness of students in memorizing English vocabulary
through cooperative learning modd using talking stick. Vocabulary is important to be master since
someone can't talk without knowing vocabulary. At some junior schools the students have a low
mastery of vocabulary. This research uses the Classroom Action Research; this research was
conducted at Mts Al-Khautsar Kao. The subjects of this research were students of class VI, totding
27 students consisting of 14 girls and 13 boys. The research has some techniques and some
instruments to gain both qualitative and quantitative data. The techniques are observation, interview,
testing, and documenting study. To analyze the data, the researcher started by doing reflection of the
cydes of the study. This means that the data were analyzed continualy since the implementation of
the action began. Asthis research was a classroom action research, therefore, to avoid subjectivity, the
researcher involved the research members to find their perceptions, opinions and suggestions in
andyzing the data.The result of the reflection in cyde | was not improved so this research continues
in cycle Il. Based on the students’ result in cycle Il, it was found out that the students* vocabulary
score was improved. It indicated that the use of taking stick technique could encourage and motivate
them to retain and enrich their vocabul ary.
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1. Background

This research is about the effectiveness of students in memorizing English vocabulary. Vocabulary
mastery has significant role in achieving four language skills. Before acquiring four language skills, it
is important to understand vocabulary first. Cameron (2001:72) states that building up a useful
vocabulary is central to the learning a foreign language at primary level. From this view, it is clear
that vocabulary mastery is vital in language acquisition. Vocabulary as the basic aspect of English
supports listening, speaking, reading, and writing. It should be paid an attention in teaching learning
process. Vocabulary is important to be master since someone can't talk without knowing vocabulary.
At some junior schools the students have a low mastery of vocabulary. It is shown that the students
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need long time to mention a name of a thing, students get a problem in pronouncing the word, and
they often mention wrong words in pointing a thing. Teaching vocabulary particularly in junior high
school becomes essential to improving vocabulary. Vocabulary cannot be separated from other
elements in English teaching learning process in junior high school because vocabulary influences the
ability of students in studying English language.

The researchers have made an observation in Mts Al-Kautsar Kao and the researchers found fact that
the students faced the difficulties in English Vocabulary. The researcher found some problems are
caused by several factors. They are based on the score of daily test in English, many students have
low in mastery of vocabulary. And aso based on the result of interview to the English teacher and the
students, the researcher found some reason: 1) most of the students feel that English is the most
difficult lesson to be learned, the students are not brave to express their ideg, they afraid if they make
mistake their friends will laugh to them, 2) the teacher conducts less communi cative class, the teacher
is not able to optimize media and never uses anything media. Like other students, students of Mts
Alkhautsar Kao have difficulties in mastering vocabulary. Remembering vocabulary needs a hard
work because the pronunciation and spelling are different. In order to follow the demand of English
skill, the teacher tries to find out a good techniquein teaching vocabulary.

Based on the problems above, the researcher would like to give a solution to solve that problem. The
researcher tried to applying the talking stick type cooperative method to help students understand and
enrich their knowledge of English vocabulary. The cooperative method is a learning modd that
focuses on the use of small groups of students to work together in maximizing learning conditions to
achieve learning goals in the cooperative learning class. There are several types of cooperative
learning, one of which is the talking stick modd type (Suyatho, 2009: 71). The talking stick type
cooperative learning mode is a group learning mode with the help of sticks. The taking stick
learning model is very suitable to be applied to e ementary, junior high and high school students. In
addition to practicing speaking, this learning will create afun atmosphere and keep students active.

2. Review of Related Literature

2.1.Vocabulary

According to Manser (in Loi, 2020:75) vocabulary is the total number of words in a language. In
vocabulary terms, Lado (in Zalmansyah, 3013:264) reveals ther levels of difficulty in vocabulary,
namely: easy vocabulary, normal vocabulary, and special (difficult) vocabulary. Things that affect
students having difficulty mastering foreign vocabulary include the effects of hearing the words,
pronouncing the words, reading the words, practicing interpreting followed by expressing them.
(Practice from meaning to expression), and write the words (Wring the words). It should be noted that
students are taught vocabulary regularly and continuously, and use it in daily practice. If a student
only learns a foreign language and practices it only in the classroom, this will not guarantee that the
student is proficient and mastering aforeign language.

Vocabulary in language learning, including English, is an important thing to master. Vocabulary can
be interpreted as a collection of words that someone can understand. Someone who understands
vocabulary wdl will aso have an impact on good communication processes Nunan (in Herlina,
2015:115). Ancther opinion states that vocabulary is a collection of words commonly used to
communicate for everyone (Bamhart, 2008). Someone will be younger in understanding a language
(communicating) if they first understand the meaning of the vocabulary used.

2.2. Cooperative Learning Method

A cooperative learning method is a learning approach that focuses on using small groups of students
to work together in maximizing learning conditions to achieve learning goals.

According to lie (in Firdaus, 2019:94). The cooperative learning model or also known as mutua
cooperation is a teaching system that provides opportunities for students to work together with fell ow
students in compl eling structured tasks. Furthermore, according to Asma and Ahmad, and Mahmood
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(in Wibisono,2017:4). It has several principles, namdy the learning paradigm that is centered on
students, collaboration in groups to build knowledge and skill possessed, participatory learning
processes, relative teaching (facilitators create strategies that are appropriate so that all students have
high motivation in undergoing the learning process), and learning is fun and does not present a
stressful atmosphere for student.

Cooperative learning methods arise because of developments in the existing learning system.
Cooperative learning methods replace individua learning systems. Where the teacher continues to
provide information (the teacher is the center) and students just listen.

2.3. Talking Stick

According to Suprijono (in Suhardiana, 2018:43) cooperative learning mode talking stick type is
learning that can encourage students to dare to express an opinion. According to Widodo ( in
Basuki,2017:35) talking stick is a learning mode that uses a stick as a tool for turning instructions,
students who get a stick will be asked a question and have to answer it, then relay the stick is moved
into the hands of other students. And so on until all students get sticks and questions. Meanwhile,
according to Kurniasih & Sani (in Dewi,2017:3) Talking stick learning model describes one of several
models cooperative learning. This learning model use a support stick. The stick was used as a tool as
or part of the opportunity to obtain or giving answer to questions from the teacher after students.

The taking stick type cooperative learning step begins with the teacher explain the learning
obj ectives, the teacher forms groups, teachers prepare a stick, the teacher ddlivers the main material,
students discuss, teacher welcomes group members to cover the contacts of the reading, the teacher
gives astick to cored one member of the group randomly then the students give to his friend who was
holding the stick he answered questions from the teacher. Other students may hd p answer questions if
members of the group cannot answer questions, as wdl as making conclusions and conducting
evd uation or the assessment is continued by d osing the lesson.

3. Research Methods

This research uses the Classroom Action Research method; classroom action research (CAR) is atype
of research conducted by teachers or researchers to solve learning problemsin class. Classroom action
research is a cyclica study, in which the design follows the CAR design proposed by Kemmis and
Taggart. There are four steps of classroom action research, namely: planning, implementing,
observing and reflecting. This research was conducted at Mts Al-Khautsar Kao. The subjects of this
research were students of dass VIII, totaling 27 students consisting of 14 girls and 13 boys.

3.1.Data Collecting Techniques

Theresearch has some techniques and some instruments to gain both qualitative and quantitative data.
The techniques are observation, interview, testing, and documenting study.

3.2.Data Analysis

To andyze the data, the researcher started by doing reflection of the cycles of the study. This means
that the data were analyzed continually since the implementation of the action began. As this research
was a classroom action research, therefore, to avoid subjectivity, the researcher involved the research
members to find their perceptions, opinions and suggestions in anal yzing the data.

4. Research Results

Based on prdiminary observations made before the learning process, it was found that the main
weakness of students so that they had difficulty learning English vocabulary properly was because
they were weak in memorizing vocabulary skills. This research was carried out as wdl as solving
problems of learning English in the dass which became research subject.
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4.1.Intial conditions (Pre Research)

Theresults of the pre-cycle showed that only 8 students had compl eted | earning while 10 students had
not finished (scored <75). Learning English at MTS / SMP is usually done for 30 minutes with a
lecture learning model, the use of the lecture learning method is very good, but there are still some
students who still have difficulty memorizing vocabulary. At the beginning of learning English, many
students were happy but in the middie of learning it became conducive because the children felt
bored.

Here we can cond ude from the results of the pre-cycle scores of students who have not completed 10
students and students who have passed 8 students, this shows the students 'ability in English
vocabulary <75 The percentage of students' English vocabulary scores is 44.4% and an average value
of 69.7.

Based on the results of observations and tests of students 'initia abilities, actions were taken so that
the students' mastery of English vocabulary could improve. One of the actions the researcher took was
using the talking stick cooperative learning model. The learning plan is arranged in such a way by
utilizing the spesking stick type cooperative learning model so that students mastery of English
vocabulary can beimproved.

4.2. The Result of Cyclel
Planning

In the action planning stage of the first cycle, the activities carried out are compiling a learning
implementati on plan (RPP) which consists of two meetings. The lesson plans that have been compiled
are consulted with the class VIII English teacher so that it can be adjusted to the situation and
conditions at school. The lesson plan that has been agreed upon is used as a reference for researchers
in carrying out learning by using speaking tokens and compiling observation sheets for students that
are used as a guide for observing students "abilities during this time so that researchers can find out
students' abilities regarding the material being taught during the teaching and learning process.

I mplementati on and observation

During the learning process, there ae two activities carried out simultaneously, namdy
implementation and observation which are carried out in an effort to improve students English
vocabulary mastery and observations of activities being carried out by researchers who act as teachers
to students. Implementation is carried out based on the RPP that has been compiled. Cycle | consists
of 2x meetings with each meeting onelesson hour (1x35).

The first meeting was held on Wednesday. Lessons began at 07.35 WIT and ended at 09.54 WIT. The
material taught at this meeting is about vocabulary. In theinitial activity, the researcher entered the
VI class of student. The teacher greets and greets students with the words "good morning, students?”
students answer the teacher's suggestions by saying "good morning miss'. The teacher asks students
to prepare stationery and books. The teacher attendance students after that appreciates after the
students can be in good condition. Appreciation is done by the teacher by asking students about
related material to be taught "do you know what vocabulary is? Students answer questions from the
teacher together, most of the students answer the teacher's questions loudly. The teacher asks again
"who knows what tables, chairs, windows, floors are in English? Some students try to answer
guestions from the teacher, but there are still some answers from students who are still wrong, such as
mentioning the table means the window. The teacher corrects students' answers which are spoken
verbally. Then the teacher mentioned that today we will learn about vocabulary in English.

In the core activity, the teacher forms students in a circle then gives the context of the word and the
meaning of the word about the "vocabulary” materia to students. The teacher instructs al students to
sing the song they like along with the song that the stick that is held by the student is given to the
student exchanging relay when the song stops, the student who gets the stick will be asked a question
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about an English vocabulary given until so on and all students get their turn and students answer. The
teacher confirmed the students' answers.

In the closing activity, the teacher provides opportunities for students to ask questions. Teachers and
students together put together the subject metter. The teacher gives closing words and words of
motivation then greeting before leaving.

The second meeting was held on the same day, Wednesday at 10.00 WIT. The materia taught at this
meeting was to continue learning about "vocabulary” in the initia activity, the teacher and researcher
entered the VIII class room. Teacher greets students and asks students to prepare books and
stationery. Students are still so busy and don't pay attention to teacher instructions so that the teacher
counts the numbers from one to three to attract students' attention so that students can sit quietly in
their seats. The activities carried out by the teacher did not attract the attention of students because
students were still not ready to receive lessons and were still busy themselves so that the teacher
immediately took action by trying to divert their atention in order to go forward by asking students
"who till remembers what yesterday's lesson was about?' students answer together "Regarding”
vocabulary "miss' The teacher then asks again "who knows what" vocabulary "means? Students
answer simultaneously, then the teacher points to one of the female students to answer the teacher's
guestion. "The noun" miss "answered Jinan. The teacher then asks all the students "how many nouns
are there?' the student answered "there are many" what? " Ask the teacher again. The student then
mentions one prepay and the teacher confirms the student's answer.

The teacher repeats what the English table is, the chair, the window, the floor. When the teacher
repeats the vocabulary that has been given, the teacher also repeats the word pronunciation. The
vocabulary that is recited by the teacher is pronounced in English and Indonesian. This is done so that
students are able to pronounce it well. The teacher then invites students to play a game that is done
using theta king stick. The teacher explains how to play the game before the gameis played. Students
areformedinadrdeor in acircle like the first meeting then one student is given a stick or wood and
all students sing simultaneously as the song sticks are held running to all students when the song stops
students who are still holding the stick will be asked questions about vocabulary which has been
memorized earlier until all the students get their turn. Students answer vocabulary in English,
vocabulary in Indonesian, and how to pronounce in English. The teacher corrects the students
memori zati on by asking to read the vocabulary they have memorized in front of their friends.

In the closing activity, the teacher gives students the opportunity to ask questions as usual. Students
and teachers together conclude the subject matter. At the end of the lesson students are asked to make
any 5 nouns and then memorize them in front of the class. The teacher closes the lesson with a
greeting.

Observations are made by researchers and English teachers who act as teachers. The position of the
researcher as a passive particdpant, so that he can observe the nets of the learning process.
Observations are carried out in conjunction with the actions taken to improve students' mastery of
English vocabulary. Observations are carried out during the learning process. Observations consist of
two types, namely the observation of student activities during the learning process. Observation
guidelines regarding things that must be observed during the learning process of teacher activities
have been stated in the observation sheet for teacher activities, the observation guidelines regarding
things that must be observed in the learning process of student activities are contained in student
observation sheets.
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Tabel.1 Result from Students Observation Sheet

No Name Livdiness Ability to Bravery Memorization  Pronunciation
Remember ability Vocabulary score
Vocabulary
1 P1 4 4 4 4 Enough
2 P2 v v v Not
enough
3 P3 4 4 4 4 Enough
4 P4 v v Not
enough
5 P5 v v Not
4 Enough
6 P6 4 4 4 4 Enough
7 P7 4 4 4 4 Enough
8 P8 4 4 4 4 Enough
9 P9 4 4 4 4 Enough
10 P10 4 4 4 4 4 Enough
11 P11 4 4 4 4 Enough
12 P12 4 4 4 4 Enough
13 L13 4 4 4 4 Enough
14 L14 4 4 4 4 Enough
15 L15 4 4 4 4 Enough
16 L16 4 4 4 4 4 Enough
17 L17 v v v Not
enough
18 L18 v v v NotEno
ugh
19 L19 v v v Not
Enough
20 L20 v v v Not
enough
21 L21 v v v Not
enough
22 L22 v v v Not
enough
23 L23 v v v Not
enough
24 L24 v v v Not
enough

Based on the result of the observation sheet, there are 13 students who have completed the
memori zation of moderate vocabulary while 11 students have not finished memorizing vocabulary.

After gpplying the talking stick method, the average value of student learning outcomes was 70.83, 12
of the 24 students had reached the high category, indicating that there were 14 students in the pre-
cydein general; the students had not reached the target results.

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons
[ Attribution 4.0 International License

23



http://.jurna .stkipkieraha.ac.id/index.php/langua Langua Voal. 4, No. 2, 2021

Table2: Description of the score of cyclel

No. Score Absolute frequency Relative frequency
1 very high 2 18,4
2 High 15 88.55
3 moderate 11 40,1
4 Low 1 4,3
5 Very low 0 0
Reflections

Reflection is a step to reassess the actions that have been taken during cycle |. Reflection is carried
out by researchers and teachers. Researchers and teachers were discussing the actions that have been
taken and reveal things that need to be improved. I mprovements need to be made to improve students
English vocabulary mastery. The result of the reflection in cycle | was not improved so this research
continuesin cyclell.

4.3.The Result of Cyclell

Planning

Planning in cycle Il is an effort to improve the results obtained in cycle I. The planning stage is
carried out in cycle I, namely compiling RPP regarding holiday text which consists of one meeting.
The lesson plans that have been compiled are in consultation with the English teacher to suit the
conditions of students and schools. The lesson plans that were compiled underwent a slight change
based on the reflections that had been done in the first cycle so that the students' mastery of English
vocabulary could improve on pended texts because children were more likely to like short stories like
holidays so they could increase vocabul ary memori zati on.

I mplementation

Treatment actions are carried out based on the prepared RPP. The i mplementation was carried out in
cyde ll; there was a dlight change with the implementation carried out in cycle I. The treatment in
cyde Il was only one meeting one lesson hour (1x35 minutes). Learning will be carried out on
Thursday, 20 August 2020. Learning begins at 08.00 WIT and ends at 10.00 WIT. The material taught
at this meeting is about "holiday text" in the initial activity, the teacher and researcher enter the V1|
class room. The teacher greets and greets students with the words "good morning students?" students
answer with the words "morning miss' the teacher asks students to prepare writing instruments. The
teacher presents students by distributing student worksheets that have been made for each student. In
the main activity, the teacher provides holiday texts by writing them on the blackboard. The teacher
writes the vacation vocabulary text on the blackboard so that students can write or answer the
guestions on the LKS by filling in the answers that have questions in the Essay form if the student has
answered all the questions given then the students are made in a circle, dl students are asked to sing
as in thefirst cycle of learning with one student holding a stick or wood, along with the song stick is
spread to all students when the song stops, the student who is still holding the stick will be asked a
guestion contai ning the holiday text until all students have aturn. Students answer the questions given
by reading by closing the worksheets they are working on the vocabulary they are working on the
LKS then the teacher answers them properly. After everything was done, the teacher and students
both pronounced the vocabulary they had just learned doud. This is done to check students
memorization. Checking is also seen when students answer questions from teacher. In the closing
activity, the teacher and students together conclude the subject matter that has been learned. The
teacher gives messages to students not to be bored to memorize English vocabulary. The teacher gives
a moral message to students after al students collect the questions given. The teacher closes the
lesson with a greeting.
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Observation

Observationsin cycle Il were carried out by researchers and English teachers as teachers. The position
of the researcher as a passive participant, so that he can observe the nets of the learning process. The
observations were carried out in conjunction with the actions taken to improve the students' English
vocabulary mastery.

Table3 The Students’ result

No Name Score Information
1 IN 100 Completed
2 DB 100 Completed
3 RH 80 Completed
4 FS 80 Completed
5 MA 100 Completed
6 SY 100 Completed
7 SAL 100 Completed
8 WID 80 Completed
9 NA 80 Completed

10 KA 100 Completed
11 W 80 Completed
12 LI 100 Completed
13 NAF 100 Completed
14 UR 100 Completed
15 RIF 100 Completed
16 RAI 100 Completed
17 JH 100 Completed
18 AIRI 100 Completed
19 HEN 80 Completed
20 AIR 60 Not finished yet
21 JAM 100 Completed
22 RAF 80 Completed
23 AJ 80 Completed
24  RAF 65 Not finished yet

Based on the table above, there are 22 students who have completed the memorization of moderate
vocabulary while 2 students have not finished memorizing vocabulary.

The table above shows that the average score of students increased from 70.83 in the results of the
observation sheet of the students' ability in cycle Il to 93.54, so the percentage increase increased by
9.09%, so in cyclell the study was said to be successful becauseit had fulfilled KKM 97.

Reflection

Reflection is a step to reassess the actions that have been taken during Il. Researchers and teachers
together discuss the results of the reflections that teachers and researchers do show that there has been
an increase in the activities undertaken by teachers and researchers, indicating that there has been an
increasein activities carried out by students and teachers with statements on student worksheets.

5. Conclusion

Based on the results, it can be concluded that the use of the talking stick method can improve the
mastery of English vocabulary in dass VII students of Mts Al-Khautshar, Kao. The talking stick
media used to hep mastering English vocabulary. The aspect of mastery of English vocabulary that is
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emphasized in the use of the talking stick is the aspect of reading vocabulary and pronouncing
vocabulary. The use of talking stick media can help students to read vocabulary individualy in
groups.

Some suggestions from the research results are; for the students are expected to be more diligent in
writing vocabulary and paying attention. Students are expected to read more vocabulary so that
students' vocabulary mastery can increase.

For teachers are expected to optimize the learning media in deliver material to increase student
enthusiasm and create lessons are more varied.
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